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CITY OF BELLEVILLE  

PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE 

ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY 
 
DATE 

 
September 13, 2025 

 

LOCATION 169 Front St, Belleville, ON K8N 1G8  

FORMAT In-person Consultation  
 

 

Background  

The City of Belleville, in collaboration with NPG Planning Solutions Inc. (NPG), held an in-person Public Consultation Centre 

(PCC) at Belleville City Hall on September 13, 2025.  

The PCC was an opportunity to engage with the public on key topics to be addressed for the City Official Plan update. Key 

topics include housing, intensification, urban design, agriculture and growth management. The public was invited to review 

preliminary information provided on poster boards and provide written or verbal feedback to the consultant team. Fifty-two 

(52) written responses were provided on the boards. 

How Public Input will Inform the Official Plan Review 

The public input received during the Public Consultation Center will inform the analysis for policy directions to prepare the 

policy updates for the City’s Official Plan. Future community engagement opportunities will occur throughout this process 

to ensure that the community's needs, priorities and aspirations are considered. 
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Findings Overview 

The following sections provide a summary of the community responses for the five (5) key topics. Overall, public 

responses indicated particular interest in:  

• Waterfront revitalization; 

• Improving connectivity and walkability in the City; 

• Supporting intensification through infill development, mixed use development and increased density in the 

downtown area; and 

• Protecting agricultural lands. 
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Growth Management 

• Received three (3) responses across four (4) post-it notes. 

• Two responses indicated interest in creating walkable and people friendly communities that provide access to 

various amenities such as cafes, markets and greenspaces. 

• One response recommended growing the city’s industrial base.  
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1. Housing 

• Received fifteen (15) responses.  

• Some respondents indicated interest in 4-storey European style apartment complexes in the community. 

Furthermore, respondents indicated that this housing typology should have access to trails and amenities (such as 

a grocery store). 

• Another comment expressed the importance of providing senior housing in a mixed-use building with shops on the 

main level and residential units above.  

• A range of comments were provided regarding rental housing, summarized as follows:  

 Highlighting the need for better quality rental housing for families and middle-class renters; 

 Expressing concerns regarding 

conflicts between tenants and 

landlords in the tribunal process; and 

 Questioning what is causing housing 

affordability. 

• With regards to creating more affordable 

housing, various respondents recommended 

repurposing old buildings to address 

homelessness and/or provide subsidized 

housing.  

• One comment expressed the need to 

carefully manage and reduce high density 

residential plans. Another indicated that they 

are not interested in seeing gentle 

intensification in established neighborhoods. 

• One respondent expressed interest in 

permitting tiny houses in the City.  
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2. Intensification  

• Received thirteen (13) responses. 

• Some respondents expressed interest in promoting intensification by: 

o Redeveloping vacant/unused lots; 

o Promoting density near the bus and train stations; 

o Creating more infill housing; and 

o Marketing greyfield sites with planning permissions to facilitate higher quality development. 

• Various respondents also expressed interest in creating a beach and providing access to more green spaces.  

• One response highlighted the importance of protecting heritage buildings and incorporating them into new builds. 

• Some responses expressed the importance of supporting/promoting downtown events and facilities. Which would 

include improving signage throughout the city. 

• With regard to Greenfields and hills, one respondent expressed that this asset should be protected. 

• One respondent noted that all plans requiring road work should be integrated to avoid digging up the same road 

several times.  
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3. Urban Design 

• Received sixteen (16) responses. 

• Various comments were received regarding improving traffic flow in the city. This included recommending 

improvements to certain roads and incorporating roundabouts as a traffic calming measure. Other comments 

encourage bike lanes and other forms of active and/or electric transportation.  

• One comment expressed the need for protecting and enhancing the city’s urban canopy and city gardens.  

• Some comments expressed the need for more trash containers in green space and public areas.  

• Other comments expressed the need to improve safety and clean up areas of the downtown.  

• Other comments regarding greenspaces were related to:  

o Expanding the waterfront path across Moira River; and 

o Creating new parks/entertainment areas. 

• Another comment expressed the need for improving infrastructure facades such as repainting the city bridges.  

• One comment highlighted the need for more affordable rent to revive the downtown/High Street.  
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4. Rural and Agriculture 

• Received five (5) responses.  

• Most responses highlighted the importance of protecting farmlands and agricultural careers in the community.  

• One comment noted they were not in support of a specific development. 
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